
                     Team Par ker  Tim es              Nov 2009 
 

  

ÒSpeak  up f or those who cannot speak  f or 
themselves; ensure justice f or those who 
are perishing. Yes, speak  up f or the poor 

and helpless, and see that they  get 
justice.Ó 

Proverbs 31:8-9 
 
 

Ref lectionÉ  
I recently watched a Weaver bird at work. These 
birds are famous for building nests with grass 
and twigs. They weave in one blade of grass at 
a time, resulting in a neat, round nest. I noted 
the patience of the Weaver Ð one twig or blade 
of grass at a time, with care and precision.  This 
is a good reminder to us that we need to build 
slowly in Ministry. We need to look to the Lord 
for guidance, step by step, as we weave the love 
of the Lord into peopleÕs lives.  
 
 

WEC Candidat es Or i ent at i on Cour se 
 
 

 
It is with great joy that we 
report to you, our 
wonderful friends, that 
Lindsey and I were 
accepted into WEC 
International after our 
time of orientation from 
August to October. We 
have now returned to the 
Siyandlulisa team as we 
continue our Ministry 
journey.  
 

The journey has taken me (Richard) from Australia in 
2003, to South Africa. Then the Lord blessed me with a 
beautiful and talented wife to share in ministry together. 
As I head towards life after 40 (30 Jan), I look forward 
with excitement to what the Lord has in store for us.  
 
Candidates was a great time of learning, reviewing our 
ministry up to now and researching and planning for the 
future.  We both wrote assignments as part of the 
course:  Richard wrote on the issue of youth 
unemployment, and the need for a discipleship group for 
the youth, in cooperation with local churches - the end 
result that youth will gain skills to help them to find 
employment, and become leaders in their church.  
Lindsey did her assignment on the lives of children in 
cr• ches in the informal settlements, taking into account 
their social, economic and cultural contexts. She found 
important issues to consider in the continuous 
development of the cr• che curriculum and training of the 
teachers. We would be happy to send you our 
assignments by email if you would like to read them.  

 
Food Garden Train ingÉ  
During our 3 months of training, 
we had 1 month at home in 
Brakpan, with the Siyandlulusa 
team. During this time we took 
part in a vegetable garden 
training.  Here is Richard with Simiso, who has joined our team 
from Zimbabwe.  He will be organising our food garden ministry. 
Rich also ran a Drama Workshop.  
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While in Durban we did mobilisation, which is sharing about Mission at Churches. It 
was exciting to speak to people, young and old, who are interested in missions.  We 
also spent a week at another WEC ministry called Melusi, in Dundee (halfway 
between Durban and JoÕburg). It was good to see another team at work and to 
participate in ministry to their community. Lindsey enjoyed spending time with one of 
the girls in the HIV/AIDS care centre.  She is beautiful, 7 years old, with no parents, 
recovering from TB and other AIDS related illnesses.  Situations like hers are 
unfortunately more and more common in South Africa.  While doing food parcel 
drops in the local community we visited a child-led household with 7 children, the 
oldest being a 17 year old boy.   

 

The w ay aheadÉ  
 

Richard will be doing ministry for 20hrs a week and Cultural and Language Learning 
for the other 20hrs. It is exciting that a lot of the Cultural and Language Learning will 
take place in the village. This is normal procedure for Long Term WEC Workers. In 
our case the language is Zulu. Pray for Richard and the team as they seek the Lord  
together as to the best way ahead for himÉs tep by step.  
 
 

Lindsey will follow the same pattern as 
Richard beginning in January.  For now, 
as advised by WEC SA leadership, 
Lindsey will be taking time off from 
ministry until the end of the year, to fully 
recover from burn out.  She will spend 
this time painting and preparing for next 
year.  

 

 

Pr ayer  Poin t s 
¥ Lindsey will begin the process of coming off the anti-depressants in December.  Please 

pray that she will not experience any negative side effects, and that she will continue to 
stay healthy. 

¥ RichardÕs thyroid medication has been increased, please pray that the hormone will stay 
in balance. 

¥ Richard is running a Youth Leaders Camp 8-10 December.  Pray that it will be a good 
time of relationship building and discipleship. 

¥ Last week we were blessed to receive training, from Wendy Dezan (Rainbows of Hope) 
and Esther Buff (Light Heart Training), in ministry to children at risk and in crisis.  Please 
pray for wisdom for Lindsey as she wishes to further her training in counselling with 
children.  Also as part of WEC requirements she needs to do a year of Bible School 
studies within the next 5 years.    

¥ Richard will be going on a trip to Zimbabwe with 7 other members of the WEC SA team 
from 19-25 November.  He will be taking our car.  Please pray for safety and a blessed 
trip. 

 
Thank  y ou f or y our continued pray ers and support. 

 
Al l  our love 

Richard and Lindsey  


